OFFICIAL

Impact of Border Restrictions on the children of MOD personnel who board in UK schools and
whose parents are based overseas.

Introduction

1. The introduced border restrictions and associated quarantine period will have an impact on the
movement of children returning from MOD overseas bases to attend boarding schools in the UK.

2. All CO/HoEs should review this note and inform line managers within their establishments to encourage
affected families to consider the points raised within.

3. This advice note applies to Service personnel, civilians and fixed contractors undertaking activities at
MOD establishments in the UK or overseas.

Implications of Border Restrictions

4. Collection of mandatory data. Border restrictions guidance state that there are no exemptions for

children entering the UK, accompanied or unaccompanied and that all international arrivals will be required
to supply their contact, travel and accommodation information.

5. Self-isolation period. All children based overseas but being educated in UK boarding schools would need
to be quarantined for 14 days every time they re-enter the UK.

Guidance for Service families

6. Once the Department for Education and the Devolved Administrations have made their position firm on
the guidance for boarding schools and the ‘overseas’ students and Service children attending these schools
in the UK, we will be able to provide more detailed guidance for parents.

7. It will always be difficult to provide blanket guidance for all children and their families as every child is
unique and every boarding school is different in its provision and ethos. However, there are certain
scenarios that Service families should be exploring and questions they can be asking of themselves and of
their chid/ren’s school: -

a) Your child’s school should have up-to-date details of a UK based guardian who is able and
willing to look after your child if there is a need for a period of self-isolation before they return
to school. Make sure you have a reserve guardian who could stand in if necessary.

b) How does your child usually travel to and from the UK for the start and end of term? If you use
an UNMIN' service on a flight, ascertain whether that service is still available. If you
accompany your child/ren on flights to the UK, you should evaluate whether the new
quarantine restrictions will affect your journey to and from the UK. Do note that the self-
isolation period lasts for 14 days, or until the international traveller departs the UK
(meaning, for example, that short visits accompanying your child/ren back into the UK are
feasible).

c) If your overseas posting is located in a country with travel restrictions and/or enforced
quarantine periods for returning children, you should assess how this will impact upon school
holidays. You should take into account the risk that a child will ‘bounce’ from one isolation
period to another in different locations over the shorter school holidays i.e. half-term holidays

1 A scheme where an airline will allow young children to fly unaccompanied — airlines will generally accompany UNMIN to the
aircraft, keep an eye on the child during the flight and then accompany the child to the person who has been authorized to
collect them. Not all airlines offer this service.



f)

k)
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or even the main Christmas and Easter holidays. The government measures will likely be
reviewed every 3 weeks — it is unclear how long they will be in force for.

Your child’s school might request that they attend the start of term having already completed
their 14-day quarantine period, therefore you should enquire whether the designated guardian
in the UK is prepared for this possibility.

In the event of point d), will your child’s school be offering an option to cater for students for a
14-day quarantine period prior to the start of term?

It may be necessary for your child/ren to spend the 14-day quarantine period with a guardian
or on the school site after the school term has already started. In these instances, you should
assess whether the school will still provide remote learning for these students.

Have you seen the directed letters from AF REM-Allowances regarding CEA and COVID-19?
If not they can be accessed here: AF-Rem Allowances

A specific quarantine period in the future might overlap with a child’s school/public
examinations, so take this into account when planning future movements of your child in and
out of the UK.

Your child/ren’s school will undoubtedly be clarifying their arrangements for the start of the
new academic year and their boarders over the coming weeks/months as guidance becomes
clear. Arrangements may well vary from school to school, so do ask your school for further
information if details aren’t clear.

You may be based in an overseas location where if your child returns to you during a school
holiday the whole family are required to self-isolate, not just the arriving visitor. Explore
whether this is the case for your location and if so, the possible impact on the whole family.

Parents should maintain an awareness of the FCO advice around international travel.

Additional Support

8. The Children’s Education Advisory Service (CEAS) are able to offer educational support for the parents
of Service children and eligible MOD civilian families.

They can be contacted via DCYP-CEAS-Enquiries@mod.gov.uk
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